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were accorded the privilege of riding behind the Imperial carriage and believed their fortunes to be made.
On arrival at Damascus His Majesty, through his Consul-General, asked for the harness of the one horseman which he particularly admired, and the lance of the other, both of which were of exquisite workmanship. They happened to be in pawn with the youths, two less fortunate comrades having borrowed the equivalent of 400 francs on them.
The gallant fellows, however, did not hesitate to offer them to His Majesty, " quitte a payer les 400 francs " to the rightful owners, and were overjoyed when in return a gold ten mark piece was conveyed to each from the Emperor. They took the coin to be a high German decoration. But when their mistake was pointed out to them they flung the coins on the ground in their anger and disappointment.
We knew the Damascus bazaars thoroughly by the time we left, for there was not a hole or corner of them which we left unexplored during the four or five days of our stay.
They are, as a rule, narrow covered ways lined on either side with open-fronted booths in which sit vendors cross-legged extolling their wares to the passer-by.
The women sometimes bargain with these vendors for hours, haggling, as is the wont of their sex everywhere, over the price to be paid for a gay-coloured shawl or a bright strip of silk.
Of the beauty or otherwise of these women it is impossible to judge. Mohammedan women all over Turkey in Asia are clothed in black, with their166                  ' INDISCRETIONS '
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